
 

 

Paula A. Kohut, Of Counsel,   

 

Paula brings her years of experience to the firm with a focus on trust and estate 

planning and administration, as well as tax and business law. Paula has written 

numerous publications and presented on trust and estate planning and administration, 

and, more recently, on diversity, equity and inclusion. She is a Fellow in the American 

College of Trust and Estate Counsel, a member of the Board of Governors of the North 

Carolina Bar Association and the Board of Directors of the North Carolina Bar 

Foundation and Past Chair of the Estate Planning and Fiduciary Law Section of the 

North Carolina Bar Association. 

  

 pkohut@kohut.pro 

 Download v-card 

 (910) 815-4066 

  

Education: 

B.A. Political Science, University of California at Irvine,1980 

J.D., with honors, Wake Forest University School of Law, 1983 

Professional Organizations: 

Fellow, American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC), 

Past Chair, Estate Planning and Fiduciary Section, North Carolina Bar Association. 

Former Member, North Carolina Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
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Former Commissioner, North Carolina Department of Administration’s Commission on 

Inclusion. 

  

Recent Honors and Awards: 

Best Lawyers in America: Trusts and Estates (2011 to 2026); 

Best Lawyers - Lawyer of the Year, Wilmington, Trusts and Estates (2016, 2019, 2021) 

Legal Elite, Tax/Estate Planning (2012, 2016, 2018 – 2020; 2024-2025) 

Voted Super Lawyer, 2007 to 2025; Estate and Trust Litigation (2007 to 2010); Estate 

Planning and Probate (2011 to 2025) 

Honoree, North Carolina Leaders in the Law (2015) 

Women of Achievement, YWCA, Rachel Freeman Unsung Hero Award (2017) 

  

Recent Publications/Presentations: 

American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC), Southeast Fellows Institute, 

Estate Planning for Non-Traditional Families (2023, 2025). 

LGBTQ Estate Planning and Administration in 2019: Applying Obergefell in North 

Carolina 

Probate Survey Course, NCBA (2019) 

Trouble, Good Trouble, Necessary Trouble and LGBTQ Equality, Advocates for Justice 

(2018). 

Constitutionality of Rule Against Perpetuities Repeal Revisited, Brown Brothers 

Harriman Trust Co., N.A. v. Benson – Constitutionality of Perpetual Trusts by William R. 

Culp Jr. and Paula A. Kohut 

Community Involvement: 

Board Member, St. Jude’s Wilmington Foundation, Inc. 
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